February 19, 1953 


MEMORANDUM 





The Connecticut cents found in Stepney, Fairfield 
County hoard, were sold to Henry Fortier by Stacks 
and Fortier gold them to Norman Bryant. Bryant got over 
100 of them but indicates that Stacks had already sold 
some prior to their sale to Fortier. 


Bryant did not obtain any of the new varieties 
of the Connecticut cents and challengesthe accuracy 
of the article written by Breen. 


This entire matter will have to be looked into 
again. 


Eric P. Newman 


BPN /atb 
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March 10, 195) 


Fairfield County Numismatic Association 
C/o J. Norman Crosby 

265 Washington Avenue 

Apartment C-3 

Bridgeport lh, Connecticut 


Gentlemen: 


I have been doing considerable research based on a coin 
which was found in the Fairfield County hoard of copper 
coins in 1950 at what is described as a pre-Revolutionary 
War estate in Stepney, Connecticut. This coin happens to 
be a counterfeit British halfpence produced at Machin's 
Mill in Newburgh, New York in 1786 and was predated 1776. 
It is tied in to Vermont, Connecticut and New York coinage 
by dies and die punches. 


As you, no doubt, know, there were approximately 200 copper 
coins found in the kettle and were sold to Stacks, from 

whom I purchased a few of the coppers. The find was written 
up in the January, 1952 "Numismatist", page 20. 


I am writing an article to submit to the American, Numi s- 
matie Society and am very anxious to learn who web the owner 
of the land where the coins were found and who was the owner 
in 1786. Was this finá ever written up in the newspaper? 
Who was the person who found it and what other facts are 
there surrounding this discovery? Did the finder keep any 


of the coins? 


T will very much appreciate your cooperation as I believe 
that this hoard has solved many of the questions concern- 
ing colonial coppers which I have been trying to answer. 


- Norman Bryant, of New Haven, bought many of the Connecticut ait 


coppers in the group but has no other information as to 


“the find. Walter Breen, the writer of the article in the 


"Numismatist”, does not know any EEN facts oie odo an 
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April 22, 1957 


Hr. Te Vs Buttrey, Librarian 
Yale University 

Bex 1967, Yale Station 

New Haven, Connecticut 


Dear Mr, Buttrey; 


Thank you, very much, for the loan of the three 1.786 

Connecticut cents which I have examined and which are 
being returned herewith, ‘these were very helpful 

in the confirmation of the facts stated in the paper 

T turned in for publication to Professor Ingholt. 


One of my subsequent articles will require me to 
examine 212 of the 1788 Connecticut cents in the major 
collections of the country and Y am wondering if you 
would be kind enough to forward those in the Yale col- 
lection to me for such examination, I an trying to 
prove that many of these Connecticut cents were actually 
made in New York, at Machin's Mills while the Connecticut 
mint was being used for the production of the Fugio 
coinsge. é a Nae Fi s | 

Any time it is convenient for you te send thsm to me 

will be satisfactory and although it may take some time 
for my publication to reach final form, I ¢an assure iat? 
you it will be something new. , 


Kindest regards, 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC Po NEWMAN 
EPN/atb 








EDISON BROTHERS STORES INC. 


EXECUTIVE OFFICES: 400 WASHINGTON AVE., ST. LOUIS 2, MO. 


April 4, 1962 


Mr. Edward R. Barnsley 
111 So. State 
Newtown, Penna. 


Dear Ned: 


Yesterday Dr.Buttrey, of Yale, telephoned me 
and told me that pursuant to my request he 
was bríngirg all of the Connecticut material 
belonging to Yale and all the Fugios and a 
few other items to ANS where they would be 
left for the entire summer because Buttrey 
was going to Italy at the close of the school 
yeare He is likely to bring them this month. 


This will give you an ospor tunity to see 
which ones need photography and to check over 
that material. I know this will be reason- 
ably convenient for you. 


Cordially yours, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 





«BOX 1967, YALE STATION 
“NEW HAVEN, CONN. 
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August 6, 1962 


Dr.T, V. Buttrey 
Department of Classics 
Yale University 
Box 1967 Yale Station 
New Haven, Conn. 


Dear Dr. Buttrey: 


Congratulations on becoming a member of the Council 
of A.N.S. I think it will be a very enjoyable addi- 
tion to your many other activities. 


I know you have spent a wonderful summer in Morgentina 
and presume that the Sicilians cooperated with you 
in your research. 


Above all, I want to thank you for your cooperation 
above and beyond the call of duty in bringing to 
A.N.S. the Connecticut pieces and the imitation 
halfpence, etc. from the Yale Collection. Ilhave 
worked over the imitation pieces and note that you 
still have the envelopes which I saw when I borrowed - 
these pieces many years age and wrote designations 
on them. All of your pieces dated 1776, 1778 and 
1787 and 1788 are of American origin. There are a 
few others of doubtful origin but the balance must 
be assumed to be British made unless we have proof 
that they are American. As soon as my monograph | 
is finished I will give you a specific =n eaten 
as to varieties. 


I look forward to being with you in New York at our 
meetings and will talk over with you further numis- 
matic plans. 


Sincerely yours, 


. ERIC P. NEWMAN 
EPN/atb . 


November 26, 1962 


Dr. T. V.Buttrey 

Yale University — 
Department of Classics — 
Box 1052 Yale Station — 
New Haven , Conne 


| Seer Dr.Buttrey: 


I went to the tai ri-Tala game this weekend 
and can assure you that both teams maintained 
their amateur standing. The greatest cheer 
of the game came from the entire stands when 
it was announced that Kennedy had to cancel 
-his plans to come to the gane because of 
‘weather. 


1 have finished with the Yale saters, which 
you were kind enough to bring to ANS, and AN 


can be returned at Wear gonvenienge. 


Agita; I wish to express ny appreciation for 
your coopez&tion in that regard. I assume 
you will pick it up during the Christmas: 
vacation. 


Cordially, 


ees, ERIC P. NEWMAN 
EPN/atb . 


be 








BOX. 552 
Berkeley, CA 94701 
2d July 1976 


CS Le.% 


It was food to Seq ithe ANS Festschrfistt finally, in print. I've 
reviewed it for COINS Magazine as something which will be remembere 
after all the floods and garbage mountains of bicentennial gewgaws, 
hype, flak and catchpenny trivia have been swept away, after all 
the patriotic hoohah has been forgotten. | 


I was especially glad to see your Bungtown lecture in print. 
You should know that I've lately handled a 1786 halfpenny of this 
type, from the Arthur Kahn collection, which has: turned out to be 
the very piece pictured by Betts (1686) aud pamely pictured iy 
Vlack, though everyone had misread the-date as 1785. I have tenta- 
tively identified this, the die-linked Connecticut counterfeit and 
its punch-linkdd brethren also dated 1786, and other counterfeit 
halfpence dated 1781 and 1784, together with--more dubiously--the 
counterfeit Jersey coppers, as products of, the North Swansea, enter. 
prise, though in one such appearance I misremembered the town name 
as Westerly, following a theory of Jim Spitman's. Your Bungtown 
research deserves to be better-known, andan print 1,15 2¢,lease 
as enlightening as it was over the PA system at ANS or at that 
Central States convention. 


I am also, for the most part, pleased wikth the other materials 
therein, including (but not limited to) the way my own contributions 
came "aut: 


However, in your 1792 Washington speculation, I noticed some- 
thing which I did not and do not understand, and which I wish you 
could have clarified therein. This is the question of making coun- 
térteli dies by "the electrotypangyprocess.". | Fp MOS) lithe can 
be done, and the dies hardened enough to make overstrikes, it rep- 
resents a technological breakthrough of the 1950's which was and 
is not only unfamiliar to me but a mystery. / How cansa shell ‘created 
by electrodeposition be hardened enough to stamp coins? This is 
not an objection, it is a requéstrtor information; and ase soceq i. 
1st in coin manufacturing processes, it is somethning I am VERY con- 
cerned about. For if forgeries have been made once by such processes, 
t&hey could conceivably be made again, and we will have to revise 
our knowledge of diemaking techniques to accommodate the new in- 
formation, to enable identifircatiom of frauds so created SIMAS the 
mremark in your article is the only reference I have aencountered to 
anything claimed as being struck from dies made by this process, I 
do not believe I am unreasonable in asking you how it was done, for 
I can't for the life of me reconstruct it mentally. Please? 


Sincere Ey, 


uatz hat 


e PIDA fl 


